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made in lowa
from Grapes
grown in lowa

lowa In the Dark 2021 lowa
is a dry red with light, fresh Petite Pear!
ggge;ﬁgjvt;ﬂ’f,jgj?;f:r;a”gy 2021 lowa Sabrevois 5.2 iy el witdh a (il
fading to plum, a dry mid-palate, is 3 dry red with bold aromas of acidic eqtry transitioningAto
and a long, pleasing finish. Made spices and leather on the nose dlarlk fruit and a long, qrylng
from Marquette, St. Croix, Petite foIIowec_i by I.:Iackberry.and p!um finish. Made from P_et|te
Pearl, and Steuben grapes grown notes with hints of baking spice, Pearl grapes grown in our
i e, (6 & Vareaile wime dhei smoke, and licorice on the palate. lowa vineyards, 2027 lowa
pairs wéll with grilled meat and Made from Sabrevois grapes grown  Petite Pear/ will pair nicely
spicy foods. in our lowa vineyards, it pairs well  with grilled meat or pasta
with grilled meat. with a tomato-based sauce.

Tassel Ridge wines are sold at about 350 retailers in lowa. For a list, visit
www.tasselridge.com/retail. Or, Tassel Ridge can ship wine directly to you in
lowa, Arizona, Colorado, DG, Florida, Minnesota, and Missouri. Call the Winery
at 641.672.WINE (9463) to place your order. Adult signature required for
receipt of wine. Visit www.tasselridge.com, our Facebook page, or call
641.672.WINE (9463) for information about hours, Seated Wine Tastings,

and Wine & Food Events including Wine & Wood Fired Oven Pizza events.

Tassel Ridge Dry Red Wines...Simply Extraordinary®

Leighton, lowa « www.tasselridge.com
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WELCOME TO YOUR PLAYHOUSE

Thank you for joining us for our 107" season opener, Bright Star.

You may be attending because you are a season subscriber and see every show at

The Playhouse. Thank you for believing in your community theatre and providing

consistent, year-round support. Perhaps you are friends and family of someone

in the cast or crew and came to support them. Thanks to you too! Not only do
Katy Merriman you share your loved one with us for countless rehearsal hours, you support The
Artistic Director Playhouse mission, staff, and programming when you purchase a ticket. If you

are here because the show title intrigued you, we thank you as well. You are a
fearless patron we count on to see a show at The Playhouse merely because it interests you. Just
like the volunteer performers, builders, painters, stitchers, teachers, students, ushers, backstage crew
members who come together to make theatre happen at The Playhouse, you are audience members
who help local theatre thrive.

You may have noticed when you arrived that we are no longer under construction! We are thrilled

to have an accessible parking lot, an updated Studio Theatre (see a show in the new space this
season!), and expanded facilities for our volunteers and staff members. Thank you for supporting the
capital campaign and renovations. Let us know if you'd like a tour!

As a successful summer of classes, serving more than 750 students, ends and the 2025-26 season
begins, we feel gratitude and excitement. Gratitude extends to everyone who enters this building for
believing in the impact theatre can make on our community. Excitement abounds for the coming
season of shows and programming, including the return of The Best Christmas Pageant Ever as

the opening title in our Kate Goldman Family Series and our family holiday classic, Disney’s Frozen.
We encourage you to explore what The Playhouse can offer you this year as a patron, volunteer, or
student. Our doors are open, and you belong here!

VOTE for your favorite performances!

your favorite performers were today!
Outstanding performances are recognized at
£PLAYHOUSE the Encore Awards each September.

i Scan the @R code to tell us who
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/brightstaractorballot

From all the volunteers, cast, crew,
and staff at The Playhouse...

Thank you for your support!

To make a donation, please contact:

Jordan Bles

Director of Philanthropy
515.974.5370
jbles@dmplayhouse.com

Donors listed are current from Aug. 12, 2024

to Aug. 12, 2025.
An * indicates a deceased donor.

Director’s Circle

Donors who generously support The Playhouse at the $1,000 level
and above qualify for the Director’s Circle.

Benefactor ($5,000+)
Cory & Emily Abbas
Nick & Liz Andersen
Sarabeth & William Anderson
Anonymous
Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling
Company
Bankers Trust
Dianne Banning
Bravo Greater Des Moines
Altoona
Ankeny
Bondurant
Carlisle
Clive
Des Moines
Grimes
Indianola
Johnston
Norwalk
Pleasant Hill
Polk City
Polk County
Urbandale
Waukee
West Des Moines
Windsor Heights
Mark Clark & Katie Roth
Mathew & Suzy Coen
Linda J Cohen
Cole-Belin Education
Foundation
Contributor's Breakfast Club
The Coons Foundation
Corteva Agriscience
Jeff & Meg Courter
Easter Family Fund
Edward Jones
Fareway Stores
John Fisher & Jann Freed
Allison & Jim Fleming

Charles Gabus Ford

Sue & Steve Gibbons

Patsy & Dr Larry* Goetz

Sally & Thomas Graf

Lynn & Steve Graves

Rose & Jim Green and Family

Jeanne Hopson Angel
Endowment Fund

Infomax Office Systems

Laura C Ingram

Invest DSM

lowa Arts Council

Barbara & William Keck

Barbara & David R Kilpatrick

Judith A Lindquist
Scholarship Fund |

Julie & Marshall Linn, 1l

Mark & Holly Lyons

Jane E Meyer

Carol & Greg Millar

Polly Moore

Susan Moore

Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent

0Oak Park

Pigott

Prairie Meadows

Melinda & Charles Ruperto

Sammons Financial Group

Renee & Steve Schaaf

Sehgal Foundation

Bruce & Celeste Stoltze

Variety the Children’s Charity

Bob & Molly Veenstra

Windsor Charitable
Foundation

Thomas R Zucker
Charitable Trust
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Producer ($2,500+)
Stu Bassman
The Baxter & Brillhart Family
Linda Blair
Don & Margo Blumenthal
Harry Bookey &
Pamela Bass-Bookey
Jan Burch & Robert Mitchell
BWA Foundation
Brendan & Christine Comito
Jeff Couch
Lonnie Dafney and Family
Peter & Melody Dean and
Family
Karen Engman
Londa & Michael Fuller
Ann & Michael Gersie
Debbie & Michael Hubbell
Fred & Charlotte Hubbell
David (Ken) &
Mary Beth Hughes
Dale Klocksiem
Krause Group
Mark & Darlene Pullen
Ruan Family Foundation
Shane & Elisabeth Sandersfeld
Richard & Carolyn Santi
John Schmidt & Deb Wiley
Phil & Diana Sickles
Clemens J Smith Charitable
Foundation
Bill & Jeanie Smith
Jan & Layton Stump
Anne & Ivan Webber

Director ($1,000+)
Fadi Alkhatib

Anonymous (2)

Susan Aschenbrenner
Shashank & Swapna Aurora

You!

Cast of Waitress 2024-25 Season.

Lee Ann Bakros

Jim Benda & Lou Van Daele
Charles & Mary Jean Bischof
Timothy & Wanda Blount
Jeanette Bodermann

Darca Boom & Dennis Klein
Tracy Miksell Branch &

Craig Branch
Steve & Katie Brooks
Paul & Kathleen Brown

Foundation
Deanne Caudle
CBRE Group Inc
Ken Cheyne
Ann & Brian Clark
James & Janine Clark
Joseph M Comito
James & Sue Cornick
Carol Cowling
Lyndsy Darland
David & Lisa Darrell
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Carrie & Craig Dostal
Toni K Farris
William & Leona Farris
Jim Fogarty
Jeff Fuller &

Lucinda Wonderlich-Fuller
Angela & Terry Gallagher
Chris Grady
John & Lori Hackett
Kimberly Hansen
Marilyn Harvey
Jeanne Henrichsen
Dixie Lee & Will Hoekman
Mike & Mary Howland
ITA Group
Martha James &

Mike Myszewski
Barbara John
Allaire Jutting



Marty & Tamara Kenworthy
Dr James* &

Mary Ellen* Kimball
Shirley E Kleywegt
Karen & Kent Klopfenstein
Linda & Jeff Lamberti
Mary Langen
Russ & Mary Marshall
Kent & Sheila Mauck
Dick & Susie McCauley
Carol Meier
Scott & Barb Menke
Derek & Erin Miller
Paul W Miller

Leading Player
(35003

Kelly Anderson

Jeanella Arthur

Ed Augustine & Nancy Price

Mollie Baker

Jill Bassman & Jeff Lamson

Kasi Birch

Marcia Brunson

Diane Bunten

Rosemary Chiodo

Jon & Janeen Christy

Julie & Mike Coppola

Connie Davis

Kathy Denny

Tami Fetters

Jane Fogg

Nancy & Robert Goldhammer

Andi & Jim Gordon and
Family

Jim & Debra Greenfield

Richard Hansen &
Jill Thompson Hansen

Brent & Renee Highfill

Bari Hoskins

Kristel Howell

Israel Family Charitable Fund

Diane & Bruce Janvrin

Kappa Kappa lota Omicron
State

Donna L Kelling

Dr Amy Kumagai

Marilyn & Ronald Marr

LaDonna & Richard Matthes

Merchants Bonding
Company Foundation

Robert & Barbara Merrill

Sharon Montgomery

Terry Moran

Rita & Robert Murray

Anna & Bobby Nalean

Doug & LuAnne Postel

Dennis & Sandy Rich

Phyllis & Dan Rupprecht

Sacred Heart Women's
Guild

Andrew & Annie Salgado

Molly Schott

Karen & Michael Schoville

Clem & Mary Sevde

Walt & Shirley Sharp

Robert & Jean Shires

Kathy & Craig Shives

Eric & Kasey Smith

Uriah & Kaleen Mixdorf

Ginger & Terry Monson

Phyllis Mumford-Sovern &
Kent Sovern

NCMIC Group

Kelly Otto

Jenny & Grant Peterson

Anastasia Polydoran

Judy Porter & Gary Cromer

Colleen Powell

Carla & Denny Prather

Principal Foundation

The Ream Family

Peter & Rita Reed

Jill & Dan Stevenson
Herb & Joan Strentz
Philip Thomas

Mike & Diane Versackas
Harvey & Rita Weinberg
Becca Wemhoff

Mary E Whisenand
Micki & Brent Wildin
Dee Willemsen

Jim & Ann Willer

Ensemble ($100+)
Anonymous (4)
Paul & Kelly Aasmundstad
Dennis & Sheila Adamson
Wilma Aldrich
Jim Allen
Gerard & Lindsay Amadeo
Julie Anderson-suddarth
Judy Anderson
Robert Brammer &

Marti Anderson
Jane Andrew
Cynthia & John Andrews
Robert & Joan Anthony
Richard Banyard
Darrel & Jane Bartling
Dennis & Sally Bates
Kathleen Baustian
Larry & Kathy Beaty
Gil Beecher & Sharon Tahtinen
Ann & Donald D Beeson
Amanda Bellis
LuCinda & Brad Beltman
Stacie Bendixen
Bruce & Debbie Bennett
Bill & Patti Bergeth
Etta Berkowitz &

Donald Mostrom
The Bianchi Family
Callie Bierman
Alan & Suzanne Bisgrove
Dani & Michael Boal
Steven Bobenhouse

& Nancy Lavender Bobenhouse
Sydney Boeschen
Kenneth & Darlene Brickman
Greg & Susan Bridge
Sharon Brummer
Dr Cleveland E &

Linda K Bryant
Jennifer & Bradley Burton
Linda Carlson

Dianne Riley

Chuck & Kathy Safris
Scheels

Rebecca Scholtec
Richard & Jackie Seibert
Mary & Stan Seidler
Mike Simpson

Lynn & Amy Skarin
Mark Smith & Artis Reis
Jeff & Barb Spence
Jane Stanley

Dawn Taylor

Rick & Shirley Taylor
Kent & Joann Tipping

Matt Carlson
Kelly Chapman
Joyce & Rick Chapman
Ann Cidoni
John & Holly Clark
Steven Clarke
Sydney J Coder
Karna & Kenneth Converse
Larry & Linda Cox
Deb Cupples
Steve & Lori Damman
Jo Ann Davis
Judy McCoy Davis
Michael & Ronda Davis
Linda Dawe
Lori Debner
Angie Dethlefs-Trettin
Rebekah & Louis DeWild
MJ Dolan
LelLoie Dutemple
Erik & Sally Eggland
William Ehm & Rose Ann Shea
Jerry & Susan Eisenhour
William & Sherrie Engel
Deb & W A Eyestone
F&G
Kathie Farris
David Felton
Eudean R Forbes
Anthony & Marla Forret
Steve & Chris Fraher
RuthAnne Free
Ellen Frei
Kyle French &

Sammy Flanagan
Richard Fyock
Nicholas J Galioto
David & Marie Garton
Kevin Gillis
Mary Gilman
Michael Gonzalez
Julie Graham
Karen & Thomas Graves
Paul & Deanna Gray
Kathryn A Griffin
James & Susan Grundmeier
Deb Guntly
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Dorothy Hall
David & Andrea Hallman
Barbara Hamilton
Jeremy & Sarah Hamilton
Steve & Cheryl Hamilton
Soni Hansen

DONORS

Edward & Nancy Truslow
Jana Vandam
Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen
Kelly & Kevin Waetke
The Weathertop Foundation
The Wellmark Foundation
David & Barbara White
Malinda Wiesner &

Dr Gary Hammerstrom
Norman & Charlotte Willis

Mark & Thalya Hanson
Wendy Hanson

Lois Harms

John Harrison

Melanie Hartman
Adam Haselhuhn
Norton & Kathy Hatlie
Sarah & James Hayes
The Heldts

Harvey & Sharon Helgeland
JE Helgerson Family
Dean & Nealia Herberger
Marsha Herman

Ann Herteen

Vicki Hertko

Dr Doris Hertsgaard
Harold H Hinkhouse
Nick & Kaleigh Hitsman
Jim & Joyce Hoffman
Judy & Robert Hoffman
Robert & Sharon Holz
Joy Hong-Russell
Honold, David & Karen
Dennis R & Terri Hopkins
Rita Hosier

Sue Hough

In the Bag

Teresa J. Joens

TJ Johnsrud

Bruce & Lyn Johnston
Nate Jorgensen

Liza & Kevin Juhnke
Nancy Kane & David Holt
Robin & Peter Karney
Suzanne & Steve Keay
Daniel Kilpatrick
Martha & Gordon Klatt
Ron Klipfel

Mike & Pam Kulik
Shane & Julie Larson
Richard & Diana Latch
Laura Leonard

Heidi Lepley

Tracy Levine

Marcia Lindley

Cheryl & Greg Long
Roger & Donna Loof
Margaret Ludington
David & Glenys Bittick Lynch
Denny & Patty Maiers
Amanda Mallinger
Rebecca Marquardt
Marcia & Terry Martin
Teresa Mathews
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DONORS

Betty Mathis

Sara & Jeremy Maule

Ed & Megan McAtee

Frank & Lonna McCammond

Rich & Bonnie McCaughey

Linda McClure

Mary McFarland

Ann McGowan

SSENIPPAH

Randy E McMullin

Carol McNabb

Michael & Robbie Meacham

Jim & Carol Meade

Brian & Cathie Meng

Alice Meyer

MidAmerican Energy
Foundation

Steven & Angela Miller

Patricia Moore

Dan & Dawn Mundil

Christopher Myers

Nationwide Foundation

Don & Mary Newton

Dean & Patricia Nihart

Todd & Lori Noah

Leslie Noble

0’Halloran Family Foundation

Mary Oothout

Stuart Oxer & Wendi Harris

Peter & Patricia Pashler

Kathy & Kevin Paul

Eric Penberthy

Gloria Perry

Virginia Porter

Diane Potter

Ellen Prust

LaVerne & Janice Quass

Robert & Linda Railey

Judy Ralston-Hansen

Karen & Griff Reese Il

Jane Reese

Renaissance Charitable
Foundation

John Rice

Steve & Gina Rooney

Greg & Ann Ruble

Sandy Ruhs

Bill & Morna Rutledge

Robin Salsberry

Tom & Carol Sandholm

Patricia Schaefer

Pat & Lou Schneider

Mary Ann & Bob Scott

Becky & Tom Selander

Cindy Selden

Amy Shumaker

Isak Sivi

Chuck & Meg Smith

Richard Snyder

Steve & Cindy Sohn

Tori Squires

Curtis Steinmetz

The Stelter Company

Larry & Ellen Strachota

Denice Sutton

Marc & Evon Swanson

Tilda Brown Swanson &
Richard Swanson

Marsha & Mike Szymczuk

Jeanne Taylor

Rick & Tina Thompson

Bruce Thorsen

Julie Timm

Michael Treinen

Russ & Alana Trimble Family
Joann Tucker

Tom & Jan Turk

Robert & Carole Turnquist
Peni, Brynn, & Jensan Tussey
Clarence & Sue Twilley
Ann & Marty Ungs
Miriam Van Heukelem
Andy & Cathy Venzke
Andreas Wahle
Christine Waschle
Jeanette Webb

Wellabe Charitable Fund
Wells Fargo

Sam Wendt

Michael & Annette West
Nancy Westlund

William Wheeler

Lu Ann White

Janet Whiteside

Margo Wildung

Beth & Brian Willem
Abby Wilson-Rector
Beth Wilson

Sue & John Windheuser
Judy Winkelpleck
Deanne Wolterman
George & Jane Wood
Christine & Tony Woods
Susan E Wright

Reg & Roberta Yoder
Kate Zimmerman

Partnership Program
Special thanks to the
corporate partners who
support the Signature
Series and Kate Goldman
Family Series productions.

Encore Awards
Nationwide

Bright Star
Infomax Office Systems

The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever
Nationwide

Disney's Frozen
Corteva Agriscience

Red Riding Hood
Nationwide

Agatha Christie’s The
Mousetrap
Bankers Trust

Crazy for You
AARP lowa

Legally Blonde
EMC Insurance
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Playhouse Archives
Online

The conversion of thousands
of print materials to digital
files is nearly complete.
Soon The Playhouse will
unveil a website on which
guests can find many
historical records from prior
plays and performances.
The donors listed below
made contributions toward
the effort.

Lee Ann Bakros

Brian & Dawn Baldwin
Lynn Blass

Greg & Susan Bridge
Corine Carr

Ryan Crane & Trevor Nail
Jerry & Susan Eisenhour
Mike & Gina Gedler
James & Ulrike Grimaldi
Julianne Hambleton

Ellen & David Harvey
Charles Jennissen
Melissa Kellar

Karen & Kent Klopfenstein
Ann & Shane Kramer
Jolene Laning

Deb Marriott

Mark Morrison

Gerry & Mary Lou Neugent
Aimee & Dale Oakley-Runyan
Nikki Pantzlaff

Rich & Terri Somsky

Sue & Bill Tell

Tami Thompson

Steve Van Brocklin

Jana Vandam

Lloyd & Julie Von Hagen

Sustainers Club
Donors are recognized in
the Sustainers Club when
they make monthly or
quarterly contributions at
any level.

Nick & Liz Andersen
Lee Ann Bakros
Stacie Bendixen
Jordan Bles
Cleveland & Linda Bryant
Ann Cidoni
Judi & Mark Cooper
Toni K Farris
Jim Fogarty
Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Sara & Tom Doruska
Debra L Garner &
John S Richards
Molly & Tyler Hackman
Marilyn Harvey
Steve & Val Johnson
Barbara & David R Kilpatrick
Kathleen Koenig
Jane E Meyer
Dale Wakelin
Susan E Wright

Contributed Gifts of
Goods or Services
($500 or more)

Cooper Smith + Company
Steve Gibbons

Heuss Printing

lowa Public Radio
Isenberger Photography
KFMG

Corporate Matching
Gifts

Your personal gift to

The Playhouse may be
eligible for a corporate
match, increasing your
impact. Many corporations
recognize the volunteer
work of their employees
by making a donation on
their behalf. We extend
our thanks to the following
for matching employees’
and retirees’ contributions
and honoring employees’
volunteer efforts.

Dotdash Meredith
Microsoft

Nationwide

Principal

Sammons Financial Group
State Farm

The Stelter Company
Wellmark Foundation
Wells Fargo

Tribute Program

The Tribute Program
provides an opportunity to
celebrate milestones such
as birthdays, weddings,
anniversaries and
graduations. It can also be a
way to honor the memory of
friends and relatives.

In Honor of Sam Amadeo
Gerard & Lindsay Amadeo

In Memory of Jim Arthur
Jeanella Arthur

In Memory of Cynthia
Bierman
Callie Bierman

In Memory of Milly Bles
Ralph & Lisa Blevins

In Memory of Cleveland
(Gene) Bryant
Linda Bryant

In Honor of Jenna Darsee
Jan Hall

In Memory of Bob Davis
Connie Davis



In Honor of Therese &
Marv Drey
Andrew & Annie Salgado

In Memory of Mary Farrell
Dianne Fagner

In Memory of Kent
Fieldsend
Lee Ann Bakros

In Memory of Rosalie
Gallagher

Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
Lee Ann Bakros

Don & Margo Blumenthal
Suzie Glazer Burt

Alicia & David Claypool
Christopher Diebel

Jim Fogarty

Sandra Haven

Martha James &

Mike Myszewski
Dr James* &

Mary Ellen* Kimball
Susie & Josh Kimelman
Joyce & Fred Lock
Susan Moore
Thea Nicholas
Tom Press & Donna Paulsen
Jim & Ann Willer

In Honor of Jonathan
Garton
David & Marie Garton

In Memory of Tom Goldman
Carroll Anderson
Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
Babich Sarcone, PLLC
Leslie Babich &

Stacy Wanderscheid
Jill Bassman & Jeff Lamson
Kimberly & Anthony Bisignano
Suzie Glazer Burt
Bill & Johnnie Friedman
David Gooch
Nancy Hall
Home Instead
Chad Mandelbaum

LaDonna & Rich Matthes
James & Jene Nemecek
Dean Paulsen &

Sons Contractors
Tom Press & Donna Paulsen
Bruce & Barb Sherman
Isak Sivi
Thomas & Jaimee Small
Phyllis Strasser
Dawn Taylor
Alan & Beth Weiss
Kathleen Zehr
Steve & Kathy Zumbach

In Honor of Gary Goudelock
Carrie Lyman

In Memory of Shirley
Hatfield
Theresa Moran

In Honor of Laura Ingram
Dr Doris Hertsgaard

In Honor of Linda Juckette
Mollie Baker
Lee Ann Bakros
Dr James* &
Mary Ellen* Kimball

In Memory of Dr. James &
Mary Ellen Kimball

Julie Anderson-Suddarth
Lee Ann Bakros

Larry & Kathy Beaty

Joyce & Rick Chapman
Sally Fisher

In Honor of David R
Kilpatrick
Marcia Lindley

In Memory of Jeanne
Kilpatrick
Daniel Kilpatrick

In Honor of Ron & Judy
Krull
Paula Bianchi

In Memory of Marilyn
Nielsen
Donna Frerichs

In Honor of Chloe O’Neil
Jan & Bruce Thorsen

In Honor of Kathy Pingel
Etta Berkowitz

In Honor Linda Poil
Janet Whiteside

In Honor of Madelyn Smith
Lauren Brant

In Honor of The Spahr
Family
Bev Heldt

In Honor of J.P. Ungs &
Elaine Lindgren
Ann & Marty Ungs

In Honor of Ellie Wellman
Marcia Coughennower

In Honor of The Whisenand
Sisters
Sherill Whisenand

In Memory of Darrel &
Marlene Wiener
Robin & Brett Spahr

In Honor of All the
Wonderful Volunteers
Linda McClure

In Honor of The Penguin
Project

Kiley Lepley

Todd & Lori Noah

DONORS

Heritage Club
(documented estate plan gift)
We recognize and honor
those donors who have
included The Playhouse as
a beneficiary in their wills or
estate plans. To learn more
about this opportunity,
please contact Jordan Bles,
Director of Philanthropy, at
jbles@dmplayhouse.com or
516.974.5370.

Anonymous (3)

Lee Ann Bakros

Jim Benda

Ryan Bhattacharyya

Marcia Brunson

Sue Dittmer & Bonnie Hodson
Al & Ruth Downey

Allison Engel

Charles* & Marilyn* Farr
Bob & Jeanne* M Hopson

J Michael Kellar*

Barbara & David R Kilpatrick
Gary Roberts

Rich & Terri Somsky

Stan & Jane Sondall

Lloyd C & Julie Von Hagen
Dale & Eneken* Wakelin
Mary E Whisenand

David* & Krenio* Wright

An * indicates a deceased donor.

Don't see your name? Those listed in this program have generously supported The Playhouse since

August 12, 2024. If we've made a mistake, please contact Katy McCaull at 515.974.5359 or kmccaull@
dmplayhouse.com. Gifts of $100 or more are listed in every playbill throughout the season. Gifts under
$100 are recognized in the spring musical playbill each year.
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ABOUT
BRIGHT STAR

Katrina Ploof, Director

If there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water. — Loren Eiseley

And if one were allowed to add to Loren Eiseley's beloved observation, one might say, “especially the
waters of Appalachia.” For it is in the rivers and creeks and waterfalls of the Blue Ridge that miracles
lie in wait — where the unwavering dream of one young woman lies buried in the cool earth, waiting
for all the bright stars in the sky to align and the world to be made right again.

Reading Steven Martin and Edie Brickell's story for the first
time, | was overwhelmed by the images of water brought
to life in both script and lyrics, and by the bluegrass
melodies which often to me sound like a rushing river or

a rambling stream. So setting this production of Bright
Star beside the cool clear waters of the Blue Ridge
Mountains seemed perfect. But how to make that

world come alive on a stage? How do we create a

world where miracles can happen, and where water
delivers those miracles to those who need it?

Our production and Playhouse designers
Benjamin Kramer, Nicholas Amundson, and
Sam Stephen have created a world of mystery
and beauty. Their attention to detail, theatrical
craftsmanship, and storytelling is evident in
every choice you see in the world before you
today. Take a moment to appreciate the old
wooden planks utilized in the scenic elements,
the hand-crafted leaves of the willow, and the
time and skill required in the creation of tree
bark and stone.

Bright Star is a story of miracles, of love, of
family and fate. The work of this extraordinary
design team and the volunteers who gave
countless hours of their time to this world is a
miracle too. For in the theatre, where we tell our
stories is as important as the story itself.

I hope you enjoy your time here along the waters

of the Blue Ridge. | know that | have, and that | am
delighted now to share it with you.

And like our Alice Murphy, may you find that all your
“wishes in the water” come true.

Rebecca Hunt
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Experience the
Arts. Support

the Future.

From gallery exhibitions to stirring performances, Drake’s fine
arts students and faculty share their talent year round. Friends
of Drake Arts helps make it all possible—funding travel, guest
artists, and professional opportunities.

- FALL EVENTS N
ART MUSIC
. Gallgry I1-I2012rs Sept. 25
ues-Sun 12-4pm
Thursdays 12-8pm Drake Symphony Orchestra
Sept. 4-Oct. 17 Oct. 19
Unfurling Garden: Works by Drake Choirs
Nikki Renee Anderson Nov. 16
THEATRE Drake Jazz Ensemble One
Oct. 2-5 Dec. 5
Cabaret Drake Bands
Nov. 20-23
Julius Caesar
Art exhibitions are held in the Anderson Gallery in the Harmon Fine Arts Center )
QL@
Supporting Friends of Drake Arts ,‘{-}*{:j
is easy and rewarding. Become a Fopirae
Friend by making a gift today! DONATE NOW

« calendar.drake.edu/arts

www.drake.edu/friends * andersongallery.wp.drake.edu
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SIGNATURE SERIES
IN THE JOHN VIARS
THEATRE

Do you want fo build

a snowman?
December 5-27, 2025

& :PLAYHOUSE

FOR TICKETS:

515.277.6261
DMPIlayhouse.com

] FM

A melodic rock station with soul; a musical melting pot, blending rock and roll
with jazz and soul; stirring in some blues and acoustic music, and flavoring
with world beat and reggae. KFMG features musicians who live in our town

and our state, and musicians who are coming to our town.
We are as musically diverse as our city and our listeners,
and we invite you to join us.
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1207 25TH ST.
DES MOINES, IA 50311 vuema.

VARSITY

Des Moines’ Community Art House Cinema

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF THE NONPROFIT DES MOINES FILM

VarsityDesMoines.com

Julie Larson, LCSW

A :PLAYHOUSE e

Hammerstein's
Cinderella,
2022-23 Season

Psychotherapist

You mean the
social worker

can act, sing,
and dance?

Ordinary People.
Extraordinary
Theatre.
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Accessibility

The Playhouse strives to make its facility and performances
accessible to all guests. Our theatres are wheelchair
accessible. Service animals are welcome. Assisted listening
devices are available in the John Viars Theatre. If your
hearing aid has a T-coil, toggle to that setting to receive the
audio signal directly without any headset or other equipment
needed. ASL interpreted performances and audio description
performances are available upon request. Closed captioning
is available in the John Viars Theatre via GalaPro. The
GalaPro app is available for free in the Apple App Store and
Google Play Store. For these and other needs, please call the
ticket office with specific service requests.

All-Gender Restroom
An all-gender restroom is located on the lower level across
from the coatrack.

Cameras

The taking of photographs and the use of recording devices
are not allowed during a performance and are a violation of
state and federal copyright laws.

Cancellations

If a show is cancelled due to bad weather, an email will be
sent to ticket holders. Cancellations will be noted on the
phone system, website, and social media sites. Tickets for
a cancelled performance may be exchanged for another
performance. Please be sure the ticket office has your email
information and current phone in the event a performance is
cancelled. The Playhouse does not sell its contacts.

Changing Stations
Changing stations are located in the men’'s and women's
restrooms on the lower level.

Concessions

A variety of beverages and candy may be available for
purchase and are allowed in auditoriums. No outside drink
or food are allowed. Staff reserve the right to deny alcoholic
beverage service to anyone at their discretion.

Elevator
An elevator between levels is located at the east end of the
building.

Emergency Exits
Please note the exit nearest your seat location. In the event
of an emergency, ushers will provide direction.

Etiquette

Latecomers will be seated at an appropriate break in the play.

Lobby chimes are sounded five minutes before curtain as
well as the close of intermission. Disruptive, unruly guests,
regardless of age, will be asked to leave. Cell phone ringers
should be turned off.

Des Moines
Community Playhouse
831 42nd Street, Des Moines, IA 50312

O O Q O DvPoyhouse

dmplayhouse_
DMPlayhouse.com

GUEST INFORMATION

Lost Items
Lost items will be held in the ticket office.

Parking

Free parking is available in The Playhouse lots and on streets
surrounding the theatre. After 5:00 PM daily, free parking

is available in the Shops at Roosevelt's east/back parking

lot. Parking in the west/front Shops parking lot is restricted
to Shops customers at all times. The Playhouse is not
responsible for loss of any personal property left in vehicles.

Performance Content

The Playhouse does not rate subject matter as sensitivities
vary from person to person. Questions about content, age
appropriateness, or other aspects of the show such as strobe
lights and other theatrical affects should be directed to the
ticket office.

Performance Schedule

The regular Signature Series performance schedule is 7:30
PM Wednesdays through Saturdays and 2:00 PM Sundays.
The regular Kate Goldman Family Series performance
schedule is 7:00 PM Fridays, and 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM
Saturdays and Sundays. The December performance
schedule is 7:00 PM Thursdays and Fridays, and 1:00 PM
and 5:00 PM Saturdays and Sundays. All times are subject
to change.

Preshow Talk

A preshow talk for each Signature Series performance,
excluding the December show, will begin 30 minutes prior
to curtain in the west lobby. The December show will have
preshow music in the west lobby.

Safety Protocols

In order to best serve our whole community, The Playhouse
respectfully requests the following items are not brought into
the theatre:

+ Alcohol, drugs, illegal substances, or any paraphernalia
associate with drug use

+ Weapons of any type including chains, knives, and firearms
(excluding law enforcement officers)

« Pepper spray/mace/other chemicals

+ Noisemakers such as air horns

+ Laser pens/pointers of any type

« Fireworks

Tickets
Each audience member must occupy a seat and have a
ticket, including infants.

Ticket Office Hours

The ticket office is open Noon to 5:00 PM, Tuesday through
Friday, and 90 minutes before each performance. Tickets are
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, online. Ticketing
fees are the same whether purchased online, by phone, or at
the ticket office.

Ticket office &
group sales:
515-277-6261

Administrative office:
515-277-6261

School matinee reservations &
Class information:
515974-5365
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IN THE JOHN VIARS
THEATRE

The Golden Age of

Radio comes alive!

One Night Only
7:00 PM, Tuesday,
October 21, 2025

& :PLAYHOUSE

FOR TICKETS:

515.277.6261
DMPlayhouse.com
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http://www.dmplayhouse.com
http://www.dmsymphony.org

THE
ROOSEVELT
SHOPPING
CENTER ,

FEATURING

Transformations
Joulou
Capital Health
lowa HBOT
Alterations & Custom Made by Tran
Susan Noland Designs in Gold
Rumors Vintage
Rogue Planet Music
Central lowa Music Lab

Not to be missed: The Roosevelt Shopping Center!

42ND STREET * JUST NORTH OF INTERSTATE 235
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INIFEMNX

OFFICE SYSTEMS

proudly sponsors
the Des Moines Community Playhouse
6 years running!

Infomax Office Systems is lowa’s leading provider
of printer and copier systems, IT solutions, and
technical support. Your success is our success.

Our constant focus is providing your business with

only the best technology solutions and service.

We are driven by our core values:
One Team | Integrity | Fun
Open Minded Communication
Embrace Change | Development | Excellence

Serving lowa I\:/I.Y%EIIE
Businesses 2012-2022

Since 1958

11 Years Strong

info@infomaxoffice.com ¢ (515)244-5203

www.infomaxoffice.com
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CAST LIST

670th Production Opening: September 19, 2025
107th Season Closing: October 5, 2025

The Des Moines Playhouse Presents in the John Viars Theatre

BRIGHT STAR

Inspired by a True Story

Music, Book, & Story by Music, Lyrics, & Story by
Steve Martin Edie Brickell

Produced by
Joey Parnes, Sue Wagner, John Johnson,
Zebulon LLC, Jay Alix & Una Jackman, Len Blavatnik, James L. Nederlander, Carson & Joseph Gleberman,
Balboa Park Productions
The Shubert Organizations, Jammie deRoy/Catherine Adler/Cricket Jiranek

In Association with
Rodger Hess, AC Orange International, Broadway Across America, Sally Jacobs & Warren Baker
Diana DiMenna, Exeter Capital, Agnes Gund, True Love Productions and The Old Globe

World premiere at The Old Globe, San Diego, CA, on Sept. 28, 2014,
Barry Edelstein, Artistic Director, Michael G. Murphy, Managing Director.

A workshop production of Bright Star was presented by New York Stage and Film & Vassar College
at the Powerhouse Theatre, Summer 2013.

Presented by Infomax Office Systems

Director: Katrina Ploof
Music Director/Conductor: Brandon Record
Choreographer: Stella Webster
Scenic Designer: Benjamin Kramer
Costume Designer: Angela Lampe
Lighting Designer/Projection Designer: Sam Stephen
Sound Designer: Mary Baca
Properties Designer: Beth Gibbins
Stage Manager: Avery Johnson
Dialect Coach: Lori Engler
Assistant Director: Toni K Farris
Assistant Stage Manager: Chelsey Myers
Artistic Director: Katy Merriman

Cast
In Order of Appearance
*Indicates Playhouse Debut

Alice MUrphy........o.ooovvoiiieieee Rebecca Hunt  Jimmy Ray Dobbs ... Ethan Seiser*
Billy Cane........ .. Will Johnson  Stanford..............ccccoooooviviiiiiin, Shawn Pavlik
Daddy Cane..... ...Steve Betz  Dr. Norquist/Ensemble....... ... Andy McKissick
Margo............. ...Alysa Goethe  Government Clerk/Ensemble............ Samm Nicolino*
Max/Ensemble ... Ethan Saltz  Well-Dressed Woman/Maid/Ensemble .. Brittany Roach
Florence/Ensemble ..., Alayna Wilber  Young Daddy Cane/Ensemble................ Lucas Obert*

Edna/Ensemble. .. Hannah Rublaitus  Bus Driver/ Ensemble.............cccccccoo.... Whit Ellsworth
Daryl ..o Dan Tatulli  Bartender/Flirtatious Guy/Ensemble ..o
Lucy oo Ashley Schaeffer Dionysus Lewis Manuel Jr
Mama Murphy ... ...Charissa L Hamel ~ Maid/Nurse/Ensemble...........cccccoco.e.. Katie Wanek*
Daddy Murphy ... ..Christopher White  Sirens .. Carolyn Kester, Abbey Tauchen, Margaret Wise*
Mayor DobbS ..o Paul Olson*

Time: 1923-24 and 1945-46  Place: North Carolina
Bright Star is performed with a 15-minute intermission.

Bright Star is presented through special arrangement with and all authorized performance materials are supplied by Theatrical
Rights Worldwide, 1180 Avenue of the Americas Ste 640, New York, NY 10036. www.theatricalrights.com

The video or audio recording of this performance by any means is strictly prohibited.
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACTI
I YOU KNEW MY STOTY” ..o Alice, Company
‘She's Gone"........o.co....... .... Daddy Cane, Billy
BIIGNE SEA .o Billy, Ensemble
“Way Back in the DaY" .........ooiiioce e Alice, Ensemble
“Whoa, Mama” Jimmy, Alice, Ensemble
“Firmer Hand/Do RIght” ..o Daddy Murphy, Mama Murphy
"AMEN'S GOLEA DO ..o Mayor Dobbs, Jimmy
ASNEVIIIR ... Margo, Ensemble
“What Could Be BEEI" ..o Jimmy, Alice, Ensemble
‘| Can't Wait” Alice, Jimmy, Ensemble
“Please, Don't Take HIM" ......cooiiiviiic Mayor Dobbs, Alice, Daddy Murphy, Mama Murphy,
Stanford Adams, Ensemble
‘A MaN's GOtta DO (TEPISE)” .. vv.vveeeereeeeeseee e Mayor Dobbs, Ensemble

ACTII
BN ACTR” .. Orchestra
‘Sun’'s Gonna Shine” .................... Alice, Mama Murphy, Margo, Daddy Cane, Edna, Florence, Ensemble
THEAMDIEAKEI .. ... Jimmy

“‘Another Round” .. Lucy, Daryl, Billy, Ensemble

“THAA @ VISION" .o e Jimmy, Alice
‘Always Will" ................... Billy, Margo, Ensemble
‘I CaNt WAt (FEPIISE)” ..o Ensemble
“So Familiar/At LONG Last” ... Alice, Ensemble
“Finale” ..o ....Alice, Jimmy, Billy, Margo, Company

“BOWS/EXIT MUSIC ..o Orchestra

ORCHESTRA

Conductor: Brandon Record

Fiddle: Maggie Stagner
Violin/Viola: Heidi Terrell
Cello: Marissa Maniglia
Upright Bass: F Michael Miller
Percussion: Tyler Heep
Piano: Kathy Gedler, Mary Schmeltzer
Guitar: Anthony Cravero, Gary Goudelock
Mandolin: Anna Steenson
Banjo: Seth Hartman

Orchestra manager: Brandon Record
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Steve Betz (Daddy Cane) last
appeared at The Playhouse as
Cogsworth in Disney’s Beauty
and the Beast. Since his debut
in Big River, his Playhouse
shows have included
How | Became a Pirate (Pirate Seymour
Braunschwagger), The Drowsy Chaperone
(Underling), The Secret Garden (Neville), and
All'is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914.
He has also performed with StageWest and
Ankeny Community Theatre. Steve is vice
president of communications at Vestaron
Corporation. He and his partner, David, have
three French bulldogs and enjoy delicious
food and drink.

Whit Ellsworth (Bus Driver/

Ensemble) is thrilled to be

back on The Playhouse stage

after appearing as Monsieur

D'Arque in Disney's Beauty and

the Beast, Bob Crewe in Jersey
Boys, and Sam Craig in Our Town. Other
recent roles include Don John in Much Ado
About Nothing at Ankeny Community Theatre
and Kip in Wonder of the World at Tallgrass
Theatre Company. Whit is a graduate of
Upright Citizens Brigade Los Angeles’s improv
and sketch writing programs. In his free time,
he loves to paint and support local drag.

Alysa Goethe (Margo) has

stage credits throughout

lowa including Jesus Christ

Superstar (Mary Magdalene) at

The Playhouse, Mamma Mia!

at Countryside Community
Theatre (Eldridge, IA) and Disney's Beauty and
the Beast, Cameron Mackintosh & Disney’s
Mary Poppins, and The Sound of Music while
at Bettendorf (IA) High School. Alysa, a
graduate of Drake University, is the marketing
and outreach coordinator at lowa Diabetes
and teaches piano lessons. She can't wait to
do what she loves most, performing with her
castmates, especially on her birthday, which
occurs during this run.

CAST NOTES

Charissa L Hamel (Mama

Murphy) has appeared in

several Playhouse shows

and directed The Velveteen

Rabbit. She has worked

with many area theatre
companies, including Ankeny Community
Theatre (ACT), Des Moines Young Artists’
Theatre, and Tallgrass Theatre, as an intimacy
choreographer, fight choreographer, stage
manager, lighting designer, and scenic
designer. One of her favorite experiences
was as director, lighting designer, and scenic
designer for A Streetcar Named Desire at
ACT. Charissa is a commercial underwriter
for Hastings Insurance and loves going to the
movies.

Rebecca Hunt (Alice Murphy)

is a psychotherapist who

received her M.S. from

Drake University. She has

been involved with theatre,

performing, and music
directing for much of her life and received
her B.FA. from Carnegie Mellon University.
At The Playhouse, she most recently played
Mary Delgado in Jersey Boys. While Bright
Star is a dream come true, her favorite roles
are partner to Shawn and mama to their three
wonderful children.

Will Johnson (Billy Cane),

a senior at Drake University

studying vocal performance,

has showcased his talents
in various productions.

His notable Playhouse
roles include Crutchie in Disney’s Newsies,
Jonathan Harker in Dracula: A Comedy of
Terrors, Stuart in Stuart Little, and feature
ensemble roles in A Christmas Story: The
Musical, Freaky Friday One Act, and EIf The
Musical. In his free time, Will enjoys rock
climbing and making music.
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CAST NOTES

Carolyn Kester (Siren) was

last on The Playhouse stage

in Roald Dahl's Matilda

The Musical. Her favorite

productions include The

Drowsy Chaperone, Evita,
Into the Woods, Bye Bye Birdie, and Godspell,
among others at the Clinton Area Showboat
Theatre. She earned her B.A. in theatre at
Northwestern College (Orange City, IA),
specializing in Christian theatre ministries.
She serves as a youth minister at Imani
Family Church. In her free time, she loves
drawing, reading, and exploring Des Moines
with her husband, Josh, and their two sons.

Dionysus Lewis Manuel

Jr (Bartender/Flirtatious

Guy/Ensemble) made his

Playhouse debut as Howie

Newsome in Our Town. Since

then, he has appeared in Last
Stop on Market Street (Tatted Man, Encore
Awards recipient), School of Rock, Waitress,
and Beautiful: The Carole King Musical
(Drifter). He volunteered with the backstage
crew for Jersey Boys and is in the theatre's
Adventure Clubhouse cast. Dionysus is a
substitute teacher in the Des Moines Public
Schools. In his free time, he enjoys singing
and hanging out with friends.

Andy McKissick (Dr Norquist/
Ensemble) is excited to be
back on The Playhouse stage
after playing Ogie in Waitress
(Cloris Award winner) and
singing in the ensemble in
Jesus Christ Superstar. He originated the
role of Owen in the Off-Broadway production
of Game Boy as well as Dean in an industry
reading of the new Broadway musical R-E-S-P-
E-C-T at New York Stage and Film. His favorite
regional shows include Disney’s Beauty and
the Beast (LeFou), Forever Plaid (Jinx), and
Altar Boyz (Mark).
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Samm Nicolino (Government

Clerk/Ensemble) is excited

to be back on stage. A Des

Moines native, Samm took

classes at The Playhouse and

was on run crew for several
shows. After graduating from Des Moines
Lincoln High School, where she was involved
with theatre, show choir, and chamber choir,
she attended The American Musical and
Dramatic Academy in New York City and was
also a featured soprano in the Syracuse (NY)
Pops Chorus. A petsitter, Samm loves animals
and travel, trying new things, and being a
‘cool aunt”

Lucas Obert (Young Daddy
Cane/Ensemble) is a
freshman at Drake University
studying political science and
international relations. Lucas
appeared in Big Fish (Edward
Bloom), The Lightning Thief: The Percy
Jackson Musical (Percy Jackson), Disney's
Beauty and the Beast (Gaston), and Grease
(Vince Fontaine/Teen Angel) at Coon Rapids-
Bayard (IA) High School. At History Boy
Theatre Company (Jefferson, IA), Lucas was
in productions of Bridges of Madison County
(Michael Johnson) and Rocky the Musical
(Miles Jergens). Lucas enjoys reading,
listening to music, watching movies with
friends, and spending time with his brothers.

Paul Olson (Mayor Dobbs) is

making his Playhouse debut.

He is no stranger to the stage,

with past credits including

Dial "M" for Murder (Tony), for

which he was nominated for
a Cloris Award, and White Christmas, both at
Ankeny Community Theatre. His daughter,
Zahra, is also passionate about theatre. Paul
is an account manager with Avnet and enjoys
playing strategy board games and leading
worship at Harvest Vineyard Church.



Shawn Pavlik (Stanford) has
been involved with more than
50 productions throughout
lowa. His favorite roles include
Javertin Les Misérables in
Newton, the Baker in Into
the Woods in Leon and Marshalltown, and
Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof in Leon. His
favorite directing gigs were The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee at Carousel
Theatre in Indianola and Fiddler on the Roof
for Knoxville Community Theatre. He was
last seen onstage at The Playhouse in Jesus
Christ Superstar. Shawn is a math teacher at
Osceola's Clarke High School.

Brittany Roach (Well-Dressed

Woman/Maid/Ensemble) is

excited to be back on The

Playhouse stage after making

her debut in Jesus Christ

Superstar. Her past shows
include White Christmas (Martha Watson)
with Ankeny Community Theatre and Proof
(Claire) with Sager Creek Arts Center in
Siloam Springs, AR. Brittany enjoys yoga,
coffee with friends, and reading. As she
spends most of her time raising three boys
with her husband, Benjamin, she enjoys the
creative outlet of theatre.

Hannah Rublaitus (Edna/

Ensemble) made her

Playhouse debut this spring

in Jesus Christ Superstar

and is grateful to be involved

in another production. She
teaches pre-kindergarten and early childhood
music at Bergman Academy.

Ethan Saltz (Max/Ensemble)

is no stranger to theatre.

He was last seen on The

Playhouse stage in Jersey

Boys (Bob Gaudio), his favorite

role, and served as tech team
coordinator and mentor assistant for The
Penguin Project. Other credits include The 25"

CAST NOTES

Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Mitch
Mahoney) and Next to Normal (Dr. Fine/ Dr.
Madden) at Carousel Theatre (Indianola), and
White Christmas (Ralph Sheldrake) at Ankeny
Community Theatre. Ethan is a registered
behavior technician at Stride who enjoys
writing, playing video games, and spending
time with his dog MJ.

Ashley Schaeffer (Lucy) last

appeared on The Playhouse

stage as Rosie in Cabaret.

She has extensive theatre

experience, playing Titania/

Hippolyta in A Midsummer
Night's Dream at lowa Stage Theatre
Company and Cinderella in Into the Woods,
Charlotte Corday in The Revolutionists, and
Marian in The Bridges of Madison County at
Tallgrass Theatre Company. Ashley is a senior
talent development consultant at Kum & Go.
In her free time, she loves game nights and
spending time with her husband, Alex, and
their sassy daughter, Lilah.

Ethan Seiser (Jimmy Ray

Dobbs) is a graduate of the

Stella Adler Studio of Acting

in New York City, where he

played Brack in Hedda Gabler.

He has been an active member
of the local arts community since moving
back to lowa. His recent credits include The
Grown-Ups (Aidan) with Matchbook Theatre
Company (Des Moines) and Torch Song (Ed)
with lowa Stage Theatre Company. When he
isn't performing, Ethan loves to game, read,
and wait in anticipation for the next season of
The Traitors with his wife, Alex.

Dan Tatulli (Daryl) made his
Playhouse debut as Tommy
DeVito in Jersey Boys. A
lifelong performer, Dan has
brought his love of the stage
to both theater and his former
life as the frontman for San Diego rock band
Danny and the Tramp. By day, he serves as
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marketing director for Athene, embracing the
‘businessman by day, entertainer by night”
spirit. Having lived on both coasts, Dan and
his wife, Melissa, now enjoy exploring the
Midwest with their two energetic daughters,
Isabel and Hannah.

Abbey Tauchen (Siren) made
her Playhouse debut in
Disney's Beauty and the Beast.
Her love for theatre began in
high school when she played
Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz.
She continued performing with the Show-
Me Opera at the University of Missouri and
earned three degrees: Bachelor of Journalism
(magazine editing), Bachelor of Arts in
English, and Master of Arts in journalism.
Abbey works as a freelance writer and editor.
She enjoys going on adventures with her
husband, Jonathan, and poodle pup, Finley.

Katie Wanek (Maid/Nurse/

Ensemble) is on stage for

the first time in more than

10 years, when she played

Judy in 9 to 5 at the Waterloo

Community Playhouse.
Throughout high school and college, Katie
was involved in productions including Grease,
A Chorus Line, The Pirates of Penzance, and
Wait Until Dark. Katie teaches 6-12 grade
vocal in the Pleasantville School District
where she also serves as a speech coach and
musical theatre director. Katie is excited to be
making her Playhouse debut and thankful for
the support from her three children.

Christopher White (Daddy
Murphy) performed in a variety
of musicals growing up in
Anderson, SC, including Peter
Pan, The Sound of Music,
Oliver!, and Shenandoah. At
The Playhouse, he made his debut in All is
Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1974. When
he's not working as the employee experience
manager at Wellmark Blue Cross Blue Shield,
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he and his wife, Toni, along with their kids,
Cameron, Luci, and Annie, are probably busy
planning another trip to a Disney Park.

Alayna Wilber (Florence/

Ensemble) was active in

theatre at Des Moines Lincoln

High School, playing Katherine

Blake in Freaky Friday and

Margaret White in Carrie: The
Musical. She also played Red Ruth in Des
Moines Young Artists’ Theatre's production of
Treasure Island. Earlier this spring, she made
her Playhouse debut in Jesus Christ Superstar.
Alayna is a service manager with Hy-Vee
Aisles Online who enjoys painting, collecting
comics, and watching trashy TV.

Margaret Wise (Siren) was

involved in many productions

at Des Moines Roosevelt High

School including The Crucible

(Elizabeth Proctor), It Can't

Happen Here (Mary Jessup
Greenhill), Disney’s High School Musical
(Kelsey), and her favorite, The 25" Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee (Olive Ostrovsky).
At Des Moines Young Artists’ Theatre, Maggie
played Agnes in She Kills Monsters. She
volunteered at The Playhouse on the run crew
for School of Rock. In her free time, Maggie
enjoys reading and painting.

Katrina Ploof (Director) is a
native of the great state of
Maine and the daughter of a
music teacher and a vocalist.
In the past 40 years Katrina
has directed, choreographed,
and coached over 250 productions in the
U.S. and Canada including works by Chekoy,
Shaw, Sondheim, Ibsen, Wilder, Wasserstein,
and McNally. Her Playhouse directing credits
include Beautiful: The Carole King Musical
and Jersey Boys. She has been adjudicating
theatre festivals throughout the U.S. and
Canada for over 20 years. Katrinais also a
published playwright and has been a member



of the Lincoln Center Theatre Directors
Laboratory since 2000.

Brandon Record (Music

Director) is a Des Moines

based conductor, director,

performer, and teacher. He has

a Bachelor of Music degree

from the University of Sioux
Falls and is working on his master’s degree
in choral conducting. This is his 11th show
with The Playhouse as part of the production
team. His numerous credits include
performing, stage management, lighting
design, directing, and musical direction. At
The Playhouse, Brandon’s past productions
include Jesus Christ Superstar; Jersey Boys;
Roald Dahl's Matilda The Musical; Go, Dog.
Go!; and Pippi Longstocking. Brandon is the
director of choirs and a vocal music teacher
at Des Moines Lincoln High School, artistic
director and conductor of the Des Moines
Diversity Chorus, and a teaching artist of
voice at Drake University and City Voices. He
spends his free time traveling, playing board
games, and being with family, friends, and
dogs, Fynn and Theo.

Stella Webster

(Choreographer) was

choreographer for The

Playhouse’s production of

A Charlie Brown Christmas

and assistant choreographer
for Little Shop of Horrors and Kinky Boots.
Other Playhouse credits include Rodgers +
Hammerstein's Cinderella (Ensemble) and
Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical (Ensemble).
Her area stage and production credits include
The Crucible (Abigail Williams) at lowa
State University, Legally Blonde Jr. (Brooke
Wyndham) at Des Moines Young Artists’
Theatre, and choreographer and assistant
director for Mamma Mia! and Disney’s High
School Musical at Des Moines Roosevelt High
School. Stella is a graduate student at Drake
University and a show choir choreographer at
Des Moines Lincoln High School.

CAST NOTES

Benjamin Kramer (Set

Designer) was scenic

designer for The Playhouse's

productions of Once, Dracula:

A Comedy of Terrors, and Men

on Boats. His work has been
seen throughout the U.S. including designs
for Arkansas Repertory Theatre (Laughter
on the 23" Floor), Actors Theatre of Little
Rock (Bright Star), Shakespeare Theatre of
New Jersey (Complete Works of Shakespeare
abridged-revised), Orange Beach (AL)
Performing Arts Center (Clue), and Stephen
F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, TX
(Once Upon a Mattress). Ben holds an M.FA.
in set design from Minnesota State University
- Mankato and is a professor of scenic
design at Stephen F Austin State University. In
his free time, he loves to cook, play guitar, and
create with his 3D printer.

Angela Lampe (Costume
Designer) began her tenure
with The Playhouse in 1993
and has designed costumes,
sets, and props for nearly 300
productions including Guys
and Dolls, Meredith Willson’s The Music Man,
A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, Ella
Enchanted, The Miraculous Journey of Edward
Tulane, Ragtime, Les Misérables, Disney's
The Little Mermaid, West Side Story, Into the
Woods, A Streetcar Named Desire, Sunset
Boulevard, and Hairspray. She has a B.A. from
Central College in Pella and a M.F.A. in theatre
from the University of Nebraska. She is the
recipient of four Cloris Awards for excellence
in costuming and puppetry.

Sam Stephen (Lightning
Designer) has a B.A. in live
entertainment design and
technology from North Central
College, Naperville, IL. They
won a Cloris Award for their

lighting design of All is Calm: The Christmas

Truce of 1974 (Playhouse). They have

worked on a multitude of permanent design
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installations in Chicago as well as designing
The Odd Couple (Harper College, Palatine, IL),
Footloose (Big Noise Theatre, Des Plaines, IL),
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, School of
Rock, and Waitress (Des Moines Playhouse),
Clue and The Woman in Black (Theatre

Cedar Rapids), and The Addams Family and
The Legend of Georgia McBride (Metropolis
Performing Arts, Arlington Heights, IL). Sam is
on The Playhouse staff as technical director of
audio visual. www.DesignsBySamuelStephen.
com

Mary Baca (Sound Designer) is

a Chicago-based designer, her

homebase since she graduated

from Belmont University in

Nashville, TN, with a B.F.A.

in production design and
technology. While she has experience in all
areas of theater, her A/V highlights include
livestream coordinator (DNCC, Chicago),
sound designer and mixer for Disney’s Newsies
(BAMTheatre, Hinsdale, IL), mixer for The
Heathers (Encore Performing Arts, Oak Park,
IL), guest sound and projections designer
for The Good Times are Killing Me (Belmont
University, Nashville), foley artist and editor for
A Collection of Radio Plays (Belmont University,
Nashville), and sound designer for Crumbs
From the Table of Joy (Belmont University,
Nashville,). She is thrilled to be back at The
Playhouse after designing sound for Men on
Boats last season. www.marybaca.com

Beth Gibbins (Properties
Designer) began at The
Playhouse as a painter for
Red (2014), co-designed
props for Jersey Boys (2024),
and worked solo to design
the props for Diary of a Wimpy Kid and
Jesus Christ Superstar. A nonprofit events
and communications professional, she now
consults for Historic East Village, where she
lives with her husband, Paul. While raising their
four kids, Beth enjoyed creating Halloween
costumes and overzealously decorating for
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Trunk-or-Treat. Her 2-year-old grandson now
gives her the perfect excuse to play with
crayons and Play-Doh.

Avery Johnson (Stage

Manager) is back at The

Playhouse after serving

various sound design and

programming roles for Waitress

and Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary
Musical, as assistant stage manager for Diary
of a Wimpy Kid, and as fly captain for Rodgers
& Hammerstein's The Sound of Music. She
works as an IATSE Local 67 stagehand and
has a passion for stage management and a
love for audio. She was recognized by Des
Moines Performing Arts for Outstanding Stage
Management on Shrek The Musical. Avery is a
senior at the University of lowa with plans to
apply her business management degree in the
live entertainment industry. In her free time,
she's typically studying French or with her pets,
Rosie and Lady.

Lori L. Engler (Dialect Coach)
is grateful to return to The
Playhouse after dialect
coaching Jersey Boys and
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
last season. She is a Certified
Teacher of Knight-Thompson Speechwork
who has also coached productions for Florida
theatres and schools including Theatre Winter
Haven, Venice Theatre, The Henegar Center,
Ocala Civic Theatre, Lake Highland Preparatory
School, Florida Southern College, and Polk
State College. Additional select coaching
credits include Agatha Christie’s Murder on
the Orient Express, Titanic: the Musical, It's a
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play, Underneath
the Lintel, Diana: the Musical, and the world
premiere of Paper Thin. Lori holds a B.A. in
communication arts from Ursinus College and
is a member of the Voice and Speech Trainers
Association, Educational Theatre Association,
and American Association of Community
Theatre. www.LoriEngler.com



Toni K Farris (Assistant

Director) has been involved

with The Playhouse since

1989 and credits her parents

for encouraging her to start

volunteering with the theatre.
Toni has worked in virtually every production
team role available with stage management
and assistant directing being her favorites.
She particularly enjoys being a fresh pair of
eyes at technical rehearsals. Happily retired,
she enjoys reading, traveling, trying new
restaurants and coffee shops, and supporting
Liverpool Football Club. She is a Cloris
Awards judge.

Chelsey Myers (Assistant

Stage Manager) is excited

to return to The Playhouse

after serving on run crew for

Waitress this summer. They

studied cinema at University
of lowa and currently work as a unit clerk for
UnityPoint. In their free time, Chelsey loves
studying film, crocheting, going on walks,
and finding new and interesting places in Des
Moines with her husband, Austin.

Steve Martin (Music, Book, &

Story) is one of the most well-

known and pervasive talents

in entertainment. His work

has earned him an Academy

Award, five Grammy Awards
(two for comedy, three for music), an Emmy,
the Mark Twain Award, and the Kennedy
Center Honor. As an author, Martin's work
includes the plays Picasso at the Lapin Agile,
The Underpants, and Meteor Shower. Also an
accomplished banjoist, Martin created the
Steve Martin Prize for Excellence in Banjo
and Bluegrass, an award established to
reward artistry and bring greater visibility to
bluegrass performers.

CAST NOTES

Edie Brickell (Music, Lyrics,

& Story) released the debut

multiplatinum album Shooting

Rubber Bands at the Stars

with New Bohemians in 1988.

Her recent works include a
13-track collaboration with Steve Martin titled
Love Has Come for You. The album won a
Grammy for Best American Roots Song and
inspired the musical Bright Star. Their second
album, So Familiar, is out now.

Katy Merriman (Artistic

Director) moved to Des Moines

in 2013 and has worked with

numerous arts organizations

as a performer, director,

musician, teacher, and
administrator. Her recent Playhouse directing
credits include Waitress (director) Disney’s
Beauty and the Beast (music director); Schoo/
of Rock; Our Town; Once (music director); and
Native Gardens. Other local performance and
directing credits include Once (Girl) at The
Playhouse and The Glass Menagerie (Laura),
King Lear (Cordelia), Our Town (Emily), and
Fun Home (director) with lowa Stage Theatre
Company. She has coached for lowa High
School Speech Association (IHSSA) and
serves on the education committee for the
American Association of Community Theatre
(AACT). Katy was the festival chair for ACCT's
YouthFest 2025, hosted in Des Moines in
June 2025.
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PRODUCTION CREWS
Volunteer & Production Coordinator: Derek
Phelps

Technical Directors: Nicholas Amundson, Sam
Stephen

Production Assistant: Caitlyn Porter
Intimacy Consultant: Stephanie Schneider
Dresser: Maddie Mardesen

Run Crew: Jack Enright, Greg Millar, Marshall
Moore, Chelsey Myers, Marise Waldschmidt

Sound Engineers: Brian Dodson, Sam Stephen

Sound Board Operators: Robert Bohannon, Sam
Stephen

Light Board Operator: Ellie Cole
Projections Operator: Robert Bohannon

Costume Crew: Laila Collier, Allison Engel,
Miranda Hughes, Sophia Knight, Alison Moore,
Marshall Moore, Mel Pins, Claire Ward

Master Electrician: Virgil Kleinhesselink

Photographers: Jonathan Garton, Steve
Gibbons, Brent Isenberger

Playhouse Archives: Harold Hinkhouse

WAITRESS SPECIAL THANKS

Due to print deadlines, these individuals could
not be acknowledged in the previous playbill.
Guest Services: Kayla Adams, Ann Anhalt,

Gary Backous, Naomi Backous, Sandy Barton,
John Beals, Kathy Bermel, Emery Blackford,
Lily Briggeman, Katie Briggs, Juls Bruns, Ann
Marie Buell, Jake Buell, Skyler Chambers,
Emily Clement, Meg Cook, Isabel Davis, Lydia
Davis, Patty Davis, Deborah Dunham, Mark
Eikenberry, Ellen Fisher, Sharon Gee, Alysa
Goethe, Deb Gray, Tesa Greenlee, Genevieve
Gualerzi, Jeffrey Halstead, Melanie Hartzer,
Grace Harvey, Carol Healy, Sara Heijerman,
Linda Hendricks, Harold Hinkhouse, Pat
Hipple, Carol Holland, Sandi Holland, Tamee
Holzhauser, Karen Honold, Maylene Jones,
Mary Kacere, Abhishek Khanna, Katey
Lindaman, Amanda Martin, Carolyn McCleary,
Lauren Mills, Joe Murdock, Kim Newman, Pam
0'Keefe, Janet Peck, Kathy Polson, Deanna
Reed, Sydney Rowley, Sara Scott, Amy Skarin,
Shane Snitker, Mar Standley, Sydney Svoboda,
Eavan Swanson, Shea Swanson, Lori VanZee,
Michael Voigt, Fran Watson, Sam Wendt, Janet
Whiteside, Alayna Wilber, Stephanie Wilber,
Kailan Wing, Katie Wollan

THIS PRODUCTION IS
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY
NATIONWIDE

KATE GOLDMAN FAMILY SERIES
IN THE STUDIO THEATRE
Angels, shepherds,

& a canned ham.
November 7-29, 2025

& :PLAYHOUSE

FOR TICKETS:

515.277.6261
DMPlayhouse.com
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http://www.dmplayhouse.com

Lel’s Make
a Scenel

"She had SO MUCH FUN and
created memories and new
friendships... Thank you for your
support of the arts and for having
a safe space for kids.”

Winter Break & Winter class
registrations now available.
Scholarships available.

Learn more & register online at

A :PLAYHOUSE
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http://www.dmplayhouse.com
http://www.dmchoral.org

PLAYHOUSE ADMINISTRATION

The Playhouse receives
funding support from

"RA\AIO®

GREATER DES MOINES

Support for The Playhouse
is provided by

[OWA ARTS COUNCIL

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Playhouse
partners include

CATCH—

DES MOINES

Leadership

David R Kilpatrick, Executive Director

Katy Merriman, Artistic Director

Jordan Bles, Director of Philanthropy/Interim
Executive Director

Staff

Nicholas Amundson, Technical Director for Scenery
Lee Ann Bakros, Marketing & Public Relations Director
Lindsey Ballard, Concessions Manager

Charlee Bender, Production Intern

Lynn Bjorlin, Concessions

Jerry Eisenhour, Final Act Ensemble Director

Pluto Evans, Production Intern

Mary Hofer, Finance

Gavin Houchins-McCallum, House Manager

Abi Houston, House Manager

Debbie Jacobson, Ticket Office Manager

Kathy Jacobson, Ticket Office

Angela Lampe, Associate Artistic Director

Caulinez Lovan, Concessions

Tess Meggison, House Manager

Katy McCaull, Marketing & Philanthropy Coordinator
Cherie Moen, Ticket Office, Concessions

Derek Phelps, Volunteer & Production Coordinator
Jake Skarin, House Manager

Robin Heldt Spahr, Education Director

Iris Stanley, House Manager

Sam Stephen, Technical Director for Audiovisual
Jessica Van Essen, Costume Shop Supervisor
David A VanCleave, House Manager

Claire Ward, Costume Shop Intern

Nate Weber, Education Outreach

Luci White, Production Intern

4

£PLAYHOUSE

Board of Directors
Nick Andersen, President, Nationwide Insurance
Colleen Powell, President Elect,

lowa Governor's Traffic Safety Bureau
Brendan Comito, Treasurer, Capital City

Fruit, Co
Sally Cooper Smith, Secretary, Cooper Smith

& Company
Barbara C White, Past President, CBRE

Shashank Aurora, Des Moines Public Schools
Matt Coen, RDG Planning and Design
Tisha Carter-Smith, City of Des Moines
Ashley DeJong, Lady and Red LLC
Kimberly Hansen, Rebuilding Together
Laura C Ingram, Belin McCormick

Doug Postel, Infomax Office Systems
Eric Smith, Two Rivers Bank & Trust

Lu Spaine, Zumi LLC

Jess Truby, Corteva Agriscience

Kevin Waetke, Sammons Financial Group

Education Staff
Patrick Carew
Melissa Chavas-Miller*

Napoleon Douglas
Tali Eisenstadt

Taylor Ann Layden
Megan Lenstra

Molly Thorsen
Tanner Tillotson

Nicole Chavas-Schwegler Anne Frett Greg Millar Kim Van Haecke

Ben Connolly Robin Breen Fulton* Taylor Millar Henry Vermeer

Alison Crain Maren Grant Catie Miller Anna Zimney

Jenna Darsee Ron Hyde Carlie Prymek * Master Teacher
Caitlyn Dean Nathan Jorgensen Sarah Schaefer

Katie Dorrell* Emily Konzen Allison Shires

Rusk Dorsett Allison Koontz Brett Spahr*

MISSION

To create extraordinary, shared experiences through live theatre.

VISION

To be the home for artistic collaboration where any story can be told.

STATEMENT ON EQUITY, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION
We at The Playhouse grieve at the injustice and systemic inequalities committed to marginalized people in our world. We support
community as we bond to create awareness and encourage dialogue.
We denounce racism and violence against all people. Our team makes it our mission to engage and enrich all people to provide lifelong

educational opportunities and is committed to creating and supporting an inclusive theatre that will give everyone a platfrom to heal and

to move forward into better days.
Published June 2, 2020

POLICY ON EQUITY, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION
All volunteers who come to audition for a show at The Playhouse are welcome, and we do not ask or keep a record of their race,
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, sexual identity, age, or disability status.

The Playhouse is deeply committed to and supportive of diversity in local theatre. We work to include and serve all members of the
community to the extent possible in stage productions and in our educational offerings.

The Playhouse has a strong and well-documented history of reaching out to diverse groups for inclusion in its programming. Our goal is
to provide a rewarding experience for all volunteers and participants, from performers and students to their families and our audience

members.

Published Aug. 18, 2016; Reiterated June 2, 2020
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Ifit's
happening
here...

ipr.org



http://www.ipr.org

E “Sensat[ggal! ”
TH “A dehghtful ,

STARRING

Adamantine Yoga - The Cheese Shop - lowa IV
Jason Crocker Photography - La Mie Bakery
The Juice Company - DSM Salon & Spa « Worn
Roosevelt Barber Shop - Cabana Swim
Electric Diamond Tattoo - Silver Fox

Have you seen the Shops at Roosevelt?

42ND STREET - JUST NORTH OF INTERSTATE 235
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Dupaco.com

STANDING OVATION 2025-2026



THE DIFFERENCE IS

Community

Music has played an important role in every phase of my life. From
growing up with a mother who was a music teacher to singing in
Luther College’s Nordic Choir, | was raised to see how classical music
is central to a healthy social fabric. As a Des Moines Symphony board
member, | channel my passion for music into volunteerism, helping
shine a spotlight on how the Symphony is making the arts more
accessible throughout our community. It's rewarding to make a
difference for people and nonprofits in Central lowa, and I'm proud to
work for a company that empowers team members to get involved.
In fact, more than 100 of our employees serve on nonprofit boards
and committees. It's one of the many ways we help the communities
around us grow and thrive.

It’s part of the Bankers Trust Difference.

Emily Stork
EVP, Chief Risk Officer

9/ Bankers

Trust.

Member FDIC

(515) 245-2863 | BankersTrust.com




